Arterial allografts in treating aortic graft infections: something old, something new.
Surgical treatment of major aortic infection remains the most demanding challenge in aortic surgery. Excellent results with cryopreserved allograft heart valves in the treatment of acute infectious endocarditis prompted the use of allografts for in situ replacement of mycotic aortic aneurysms and prosthetic aortic graft infection. This review summarizes the indications for use of allografts in the management of major aortic infection, describes technical pitfalls at the time of implantation, presents clinical results, and analyzes the findings in explanted segments of failed allografts. In addition, the current status of the use of allografts will be compared with competitive techniques for treatment of vascular infections.